
 

 

 

 

GLYCOLIC ACID US MARKET 

Prepared by: 

 

CPL Business Consultants 

Milton Park Innovation Centre, Abingdon, OX14 4RY, United Kingdom 

Tel: +44 1865 257 252, info@cplconsult.com, www.cplconsult.com 

 

 

 



  Glycolic Acid US Market - contents - i 

 

 

 TABLE OF CONTENTS 

 

GLYCOLIC ACID US MARKET ....................................................................................................................... 1 

GLYCOLIC ACID US MARKET ............................................................................................................................. 2 
Executive Summary ....................................................................................................................................... 2 
Background ................................................................................................................................................... 2 
Glycolic Acid Markets ................................................................................................................................... 2 
Glycolic Acid Manufacturers, Products and Prices ...................................................................................... 2 
Global Cosmetics Industry Overview ............................................................................................................ 2 
Contact Reports ............................................................................................................................................. 3 
News .............................................................................................................................................................. 3 
Tables & Figures ........................................................................................................................................... 3 



CPL Business Consultants  Glycolic Acid US Market - 1 

 

In this case study, a contract development and manufacturing company engaged CPL 

Business Consultants to assess the market for glycolic acid in the United States. The client 

subsequently launched a premium-grade glycolic acid for the skin and hair care products 

market. 

 

CPL’s client required strategic advice on developing an anhydrous alpha hydroxy acid (AHA) 

business, mainly in the cosmetics sector. AHAs include e.g. lactic acid, citric acid, 

hydroxycaprylic acid, hydroxycapric acid and glycolic acid. 

 

Cosmetics formulators use these ‘cosmetic acids’, for example, to reduce pigmentation, 

minimise the appearance of fine lines and wrinkles, reduce congestive skin disorders and 

visually improve skin brightness. They do this by dissolving the intercellular ‘cement’ holding 

the very outer layer of the skin cells together, therefore encouraging a chemical exfoliation of 

the oldest epidermal cells to reveal the fresher, more vibrant and softer skin cells beneath. 

 

CPL analysed the market potential for anhydrous AHA as a premium (or substitute) ingredient. 

We also made strategic recommendations concerning potential applications and the size and 

scope of the market opportunity for anhydrous alpha hydroxy acid. 

 

The main geographic focus of this study was North America, although information relating to 

other markets was included. The study provided market insight into using anhydrous AHA, 

primarily in cosmetics and additionally provided projections of glycolic acid market value and 

growth which were used in the client’s business plan. 

 

Click to see the contents of the study, or otherwise, look below for an outline. 

  

https://3ec4a154.delivery.rocketcdn.me/wp-content/uploads/2014/02/TOC-Final-report-on-Glycolic-acid.pdf
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In addition to this project on alpha hydroxy acids and the US glycolic acid market, CPL has 

also worked on, e.g., sebacic acid and alpha-linolenic acid. You can also find other examples 

by browsing this site or using the search bar on this page. Have a look at our PowerPoint 

Introduction and Brochure describing deliverables, differentiators and case studies. Eight case 

studies can also be reviewed. 

 

  

https://www.cplconsult.com/project/sebacic-acid-by-fermentation-and-alpha-linolenic-acid/
https://3ec4a154.delivery.rocketcdn.me/wp-content/uploads/2021/04/Introduction-to-CPL-Business-Consultants-2021.pdf
https://3ec4a154.delivery.rocketcdn.me/wp-content/uploads/2021/04/Introduction-to-CPL-Business-Consultants-2021.pdf
https://3ec4a154.delivery.rocketcdn.me/wp-content/uploads/2013/02/CPL-Business-Consultants.pdf
https://3ec4a154.delivery.rocketcdn.me/wp-content/uploads/2013/02/Case-Studies-2021-Website.pdf
https://3ec4a154.delivery.rocketcdn.me/wp-content/uploads/2013/02/Case-Studies-2021-Website.pdf

